
CITY OF HUNTINGTON WOODS 

OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 

ORDINANCE NO. _________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 40, ZONING, ARTICLE 9, SUSTAINABLE 

DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS, TO REPLACE IN ITS ENTIRETY 

SECTION 9.03, SOLAR STRUCTURES AND EASEMENTS; AND TO PROVIDE 

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF. 

 

THE CITY OF HUNTINGTON WOODS ORDAINS: 

 

Section 1 of Ordinance.  Ordinance Amendment. 

 

Chapter 40, Zoning, Article 9, Sustainable Design and Environmental Standards, Section 9.03, 

Solar Structures and Easements, is hereby replaced in its entirety to read as follows:  

 

Section 9.03 - Solar Structures and Easements 

 

A. Purpose and Intent.  It is the general purpose and intent of the City to balance the need for 

clean, renewable and abundant energy resources that may reduce dependence upon scarce 

and nonrenewable fossil fuels, with the necessity to protect the public health, safety and 

welfare of the City, as well as to preserve the integrity, character, property values and 

aesthetic quality of the community at large. 

 

B. Definitions.   

 

Building-integrated solar energy device:  A solar energy device that integrates solar panels 

into the building envelope, where the solar panels themselves act as a building material 

such as roof shingles. 

 

Façade mounted solar energy device:  A solar energy device where an array is affixed to 

the side of a building. 

 

Ground mounted solar energy device:  A solar energy device where an array is mounted 

onto the ground. 

 

Roof mounted solar energy device:  A solar energy device that is mounted on a roof.  Roof 

mounted solar energy devices shall include roof mounted building-integrated solar energy 

devices. 

 

Solar energy device:  A system or series of mechanisms designed primarily to provide 

heating or cooling or to produce electrical or mechanical power by collecting and 

transferring solar-generational energy.  The term includes a mechanical or chemical device 

that has the ability to store solar-generating energy for use in heating or cooling in the 

production of power. 

 

C.  Standards 
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(1) Solar energy devices are permitted in all zoning districts. 

 

(2) Solar energy devices shall be permitted on principal and accessory buildings in 

accordance with applicable zoning regulations. 

 

(3) Roof mounted solar energy devices shall not project vertically above the peak of 

the roof to which it is attached, or project vertically more than three (3) feet above 

a flat roof installation.  

 

(4) Frames shall be the same color as the collector surface.  All panels shall have an 

anti-reflective coating.  

 

(5) A setback from all roof edges as defined by the 2012 International Fire Code or any 

code adopted thereafter, shall be provided to ensure that firefighters may access the 

roof in a quick and safe manner and may penetrate the roof to create ventilation if 

necessary. 

 

(6) Ground mounted solar energy devices shall be prohibited. 

 

(7) Façade-mounted soar energy devices shall be prohibited. 

 

(8) Solar energy devices in historic districts are subject to Historic District Commission 

review. 

 

(9) Solar storage batteries.  When solar storage batteries are included as part of the 

solar energy system, they must be placed in a secure container or enclosure when 

in use, and when no longer used shall be disposed of in accordance with applicable 

laws and regulations. 

 

(10) Installation and Maintenance:  Solar energy systems shall be installed, maintained 

and used only in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications.  The 

installation manuals and specifications must be submitted with the permit 

application.  The installation of solar energy systems shall comply with the Building 

code, the Electrical Code and any other applicable federal, state and local codes and 

all requirements of the Federal Aviation Administration.  Installation of a solar 

energy system shall not commence until all necessary permits have been issued.  

Building rails must be inspected before panels are installed. 

 

  



3 

Section 2 of Ordinance.  Repealer. 

 

All ordinances, parts of ordinances, or sections of the City Code in conflict with this Ordinance 

are repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 

 

Section 3 of Ordinance.  Severability. 

 

Should any section, subdivision, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance be declared by the courts to 

be invalid, the validity of the Ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be affected other than the 

part invalidated. 

 

Section 4 of Ordinance.  Savings. 

 

All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired or incurred at the time this 

Ordinance takes effect, are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force when 

they were commenced. 

 

Section 5 of Ordinance.  Effective Date. 

 

This Ordinance shall be effective on the 8th day after publication, or a later date as provided in the 

Michigan Zoning Enabling Act for when a petition for voter referendum on this ordinance and/or 

a notice of intent to submit such a petition is timely filed with the City Clerk 

 

Section 6 of Ordinance.  Enactment. 

 

This Ordinance is declared to have been enacted by the City Commission of the City of Huntington 

Woods at a meeting called and held on the ___ day of ____________, 2021, and ordered to be 

given publication in the manner prescribed by law. 

 

Ayes: 

Nays: 

Abstentions: 

Absent: 

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 

  ) ss. 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 

 

I, the undersigned, the qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Huntington Woods, Oakland 

County, Michigan, do certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the Ordinance 

adopted by the City Commission of the City of Huntington Woods at a meeting held on the ____ 

day of ____________, 2021, the original of which is on file in my office. 

 

      ______________________ 

      HEIDI BARCKHOLTZ, City Clerk 

      City of Huntington Woods 


